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REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1946  on  the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  year  saw  changes  in  the  medical  staff  of  the  Department.  First,  the  untimely  death  of  Dr.  Carpenter, 
the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer,  in  May,  1946,  caused  a vacancy  which  was  not  filled  (apart  from  a short  period 
when  a temporary  appointment  was  made),  until  November,  1946. 

Dr.  Jennings  and  Dr.  Brodigan,  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers,  resigned  in  September  and  were 
replaced  by  Dr.  Anne  Simpson  and  Dr.  Charlotte  Forsyth.  Finally,  Dr.  Fairley,  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
resigned  as  from  the  9th  January,  1947. 

I would  like  to  express  to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  my  appreciation  of  the  honour  you  have  done  me  by 
promoting  me  to  be  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  succession  to  Dr.  Fairley,  with  whom  I worked  so  amicably 
for  almost  twenty-one  years. 

The  report  will  again  be  a short  one  and  the  points  of  interest  in  it  are  a reduction  in  the  death  and  infant 
mortality  rates  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  live  births  of  202  over  1945.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate 
of  the  population  (87,380)  is  7,030  higher  than  in  1945,  which  brings  the  estimate  very  nearly  to  the  Census 
figure  of  1931  (88,454). 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  WALLACE. 

County  Hall, 

• Newport,  I.W. 

June,  1947. 

Throughout  this  Report  the  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  those  of  the  previous  year. 

TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ALL  DISTRICTS— 1946. 


Area. 

Rural 

District 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Whole 

County. 

England  & 
Wales : Rate 
per  1000 

No.  of  live  births 

308 

313 

349 

349 

203 

94 

1616 

Males  ... 

150 

153 

196 

187 

108 

45 

839 

Females 

158 

160 

153 

162 

95 

49 

777 

No.  of  still  births 

11 

9 

7 

11 

3 

1 

42 

Males  ... 

4 

6 

5 

5 

2 

1 

23 

Females 

7 

3 

2 

6 

1 

— 

19 

Live  Birth-rate  per  1000  population 

19.9 

20.3 

17.6 

18.3 

16.9 

16.8 

18.5 

19.1 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ... 

34.5 

28.0 

19.7 

30.6 

14.6 

10.5 

25.3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 

age  per  1000  live  births  ... 

26.0 

22.4 

40.1 

34.4 

34.5 

21.3 

30.9 

43.0 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in 

consequence  of  child  birth — 

(a)  From  Sepsis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(b)  From  other  causes 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.4 

Crude  death-rate  per  1000  population 
Population  — Registrar  General’s 

15.0 

13.6 

11.3 

14.5 

12.6 

16.9 

13.6 

11.5 

Estimate  ... 

15440 

15420 

19810 

19080 

12020 

5610 

87380 

2 

BIRTHS. 


The  number  of  live  births  was  1,616  (1,414),  giving  a birth  rate  of  18.5  per  1000  population  (17.6).  This 
is  the  highest  birth  rate  recorded  on  the  Island  since  1921,  when  it  was  21.4  per  1000  living.  One  hundred  and 
forty-one  of  these  were  illegitimate  as  against  148,  123  and  112  for  the  previous  three  years. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Fifty  infants  died  in  the  first  year  of  life  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  30.9  (36.1).  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  43.  Among  illegitimate  infants  the  rate  was  42.6  per  1000  illegitimate  births. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  and  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  1,186,  597  males 
and  589  females.  Of  these,  71.2  per  cent  (68.3)  were  over  64  years  of  age. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  deaths  from  certain  conditions  with  the  corresponding  figures 
for  the  previous  year  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  33  (24) 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  5 (2) 

Cancer  186  (185) 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  454  (468) 


Sanitary  Authority. 

Population  at 

1931  Census. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate 
of  Population  for : 

1944 

1945 

1946 

I.W.  Rural  District  ... 

16538 

14110 

14180 

15440 

Cowes  U.D.  ... 

16022 

14350 

14700 

15420 

Newport  M.B. 

18864 

17540 

18170 

19810 

Ryde  M.B. 

18472 

16740 

17590 

19080 

Sandown-Shanklin  U.D. 

11615 

9770 

10560 

12020 

Ventnor  U.D. 

6943 

4760 

5150 

5610 

Whole  County  ... 

88454 

77270 

80350 

87380 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 
(a)  Medical.  Whole-time. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Tuberculosis  Officer  and 
School  Medical  Officer 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  (including  tuber- 
culosis, maternity  and  child  welfare,  and  school 
medical  services)  and  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  various  districts 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  (mainly  mater- 
nity and  child  welfare,  and  school  medical 
services)  ... 


Radiologist 

Dental  Surgeon  (Schools  and  maternity  and  child 
welfare  services) 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeon 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeon 


Visiting  Medical  Officer,  Parkhurst  Institution 
and  St.  Mary’s  Hospital 

Orthopaedic  Consulting  Surgeon  ... 


OF  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


James  Fairley,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (Retired  8-1-47). 

William  S.  Wallace,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Deputy  County  Medical  Officer). 

(Appointed  County  Medical  Officer  9-1-47). 

H.  Calvey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  1-11-46). 

Margaret  Brodigan,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Resigned  September,  1946). 

Winifred  Marion  Jennings,  M.D.,  B.S.  (Resigned 
September,  1946). 

Anne  Simpson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed 

30-9-46). 

Charlotte  Forsyth,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed 
14-10-46). 

Eric  Gordon  Barker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.M.R.E. 

Frederick  George  Harvey,  B.D.S. 

Gerald  Simons,  L.D.S. 

William  Bayne,  L.D.S.  (Part-time).  (Left  March, 
1946). 

Herbert  John  Nicholls,  L.D.S.  (Appointed  2-9-46). 

Clement  K.  Sylvester,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Henry  Heber  Langston,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


(b)  Others. 

Dental  Nurse  ... 


Whole-time. 
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Dental  Attendants 


Physiotherapist 


Miss  F.  Willis,  S.R.N. 


Mrs.  J.  B.  Ingham. 
Miss  M.  Ayress. 


Miss  Margaret  L.  Harden, 
(Resigned  August,  1946). 

Miss  Annette  Baldwin,  C.S.P. 
1946). 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


C.S.P.,  M.E.,  L.E.T. 
(Part-time). 

(Appointed  September, 


There  was  no  material  alteration  in  the  general  provision  of  health  services  in  the  Island. 

National  Health  Insurance. — The  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Insurance 
Committee’s  Register  in  1946  averaged  39,184  against  34,775  in  1945. 

Blind  Persons’  Act,  1920  and  1938. — There  were  143  blind  persons  registered  in  the  Island  at  the  end 
of  1946,  of  whom  1 was  under  school  age,  3 were  between  five  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  22  between  sixteen  and 
fifty,  and  1 1 7 over  fifty. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

A full  report  of  these  was  given  in  the  report  for  1945. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  thirty-four  Homes  were  registered  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  during 
the  year  six  applications  for  registration  were  received.  Twelve  registrations  were  withdrawn  during  the  year, 
nine  because  the  owners  wished  to  close  down  ; one  because  the  owner  wished  to  transfer  to  a larger  house  ; 
one  because  the  home  was  transferred  to  new  management  ; and  another  became  a Cottage  Hospital.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  twenty-eight  Nursing  Homes  registered,  thirteen  for  maternity  cases  only,  seven  for 
maternity  and  other  patients,  and  eight  for  non-maternity  cases.  Fifty-two  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year. 

Public  Education  in  Health. 

Twenty  two  lectures  on  health  matters  were  given  by  the  medical  officers  to  various  organisations. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

TABLE  II.— SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  FROM  EACH  AREA  SUBMITTED  TO  THE 
PUBLIC  ANALYST  FOR  ANALYSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1946. 


District. 

New  Milk. 

Other  Samples. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Bembridge  ... 

2 

l 

3 

Brighstone  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Cowes 

6 

9 

1 

15 

Sausage  meat,  deficient  in  meat  content.  Fined 
£5  and  £\  Is.  Od.  costs. 

East  Cowes 

6 

3 

9 

Freshwater  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Godshill 

1 

— 

1 

Gurnard 

3 

— 

3 

Lake 

1 

— 

1 

Newport 

16 

11 

27 

Sausage  meat,  deficient  in  meat  content.  Fined 
£1  and  £\  Is.  Od.  costs. 

Niton 

3 

1 

4 

Parkhurst  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Ryde 

19 

11 

30 

Sandown 

4 

1 

5 

Seaview 

1 

1 

2 

Shanklin 

6 

2 

8 

One  sausage  meat  deficient  in  meat  content. 
Fined  £5. 

Shorwell 

1 

— 

1 

Ventnor 

1 

6 

7 

Wootton 

2 

— 

2 

Wroxall 

5 

1 

6 

Two  milks  added  water.  Fined  £5  and  £3 
and  £\  Is.  costs  respectively. 

Yarmouth  ... 

3 

1 

4 

84 

48 

132 

4 

In  addition,  one  sample  of  milk  was  broken  in  transit  and  two  samples  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Portsmouth. 

As  from  the  1st  July,  1946,  samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  now  taken  by  a part-time  Sampling 
Officer  employed  by  the  Council  and  no  longer  by  the  Police. 

The  number  of  samples  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  was  132,  of  which  84  were  milk.  Eighty-three  of 
the  milks  were  first  samples  and  one  was  a second  sample.  Two  of  the  first  samples,  2.4  per  cent,  were  certified 
to  be  below  the  minimum  standard  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (4.8  per  cent  in  1945  and 
3.7  per  cent  in  1944).  Of  the  two  samples  which  were  below  standard  one  was  discovered  to  contain  8.4  per 
cent  added  water.  A second  sample  (appeal  to  cow)  was  genuine.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor 
and  a fine  of  £ 5 imposed.  The  second  non-genuine  sample  was  found  to  contain  34.3  per  cent  added  water. 
Proceedings  were  taken  and  the  defendant  fined  £ 3 and  £\  Is.  Od.  costs. 

The  following  list  shows  the  samples  taken  and  the  results  : — 


Description. 

Number 

Broken  in  transit 

Genuine. 

Non-genuine. 

New  Milk 

84  (88) 

1 (1) 

82  (81) 

2 (5) 

Butter 

10  (16) 

-(-) 

10  (16) 

-(-) 

Margarine 

3 (6) 

-(-) 

3 (5) 

-(1) 

Cooking  Fat 

9 (1) 

-(-) 

9 (1) 

-(-) 

Lard 

2 (-) 

-(-) 

2 (-) 

-(-) 

Strawberry  Jam 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

Plum  Jam 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

Marmalade 

2 (-) 

-(-) 

2 (-) 

-(-) 

Sausage  Meat 

16  (21) 

-(-) 

11  (21) 

5 (-) 

Totals  ... 

132  (132) 

1 (1) 

125  (124) 

7 (6) 

(Comparative  figures  for  1945  are  shown  in  brackets). 

In  two  of  the  five  cases  of  non-genuine  sausage  meat,  no  proceedings  were  taken  as  the  analyst  advised 
against  this  because  of  the  small  deficiency  in  meat.  The  vendors  were  officially  cautioned.  The  remaining 
three  samples  showed  meat  deficiency  of  18.4  per  cent,  29.8  per  cent  and  27  per  cent  and  proceedings  were 
taken  and  the  vendors  and  £b,  £5  plus  one  guinea  costs,  and  £\  plus  one  guinea  costs  respectively. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1936-46. 

The  holders  of  licences  as  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  numbered  26  at  the  end  of  1945  and  35  at  the  end 
of  1946  and  the  Accredited  producers  numbered  64  and  61.  Six  producers  transferred  from  the  Accredited 
to  the  Tuberculin  Tested  Roll  during  the  year  and  there  were  four  fresh  additions.  Eight  fresh  licences  were 
granted  to  Accredited  producers.  One  Tuberculin  Tested  and  four  Accredited  producers  surrendered  their 
licences  during  the  year  as  they  had  given  up  their  farms,  and  one  Accredited  licence  was  suspended  on  account 
of  failure  to  maintain  the  requisite  standard  of  clean  milk. 

The  herds  of  sixteen  of  the  thirty-five  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  are  on  the  register  of  Attested  Herds 
kept  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

To  ensure  that  these  milks  reach  the  required  standard  of  bacteriological  cleanliness,  samples  are  examined 
at  least  once  a month  in  the  case  of  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  and  at  least  every  other  month  in  Accredited. 
If  a milk  is  unsatisfactory,  additional  follow-up  samples  are  taken. 

The  number  of  samples  examined  last  year  was  1,049  (751),  500  Tuberculin  Tested  and  549  Accredited. 
Of  these,  68  Tuberculin  Tested  samples  and  102  Accredited  failed  to  pass  the  tests. 

Mr.  I.  J.  C.  Friend,  Livestock  Husbandry  Advisory  Officer  of  the  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee, 
is  informed  of  failures  as  they  occur  and  he  visits  the  farms  and  advises  on  the  milking  methods.  If  successive 
samples  continue  to  fail,  the  conditions  under  which  the  licence  is  issued  are  not  being  complied  with  and  the 
registration  is  withdrawn.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  the  records  of  all  producers  were 
scrutinised  by  the  appropriate  Sub-Committee  and  those  who  had  had  several  failures  (although  not  successive 
failures)  were  warned  by  letter  and  in  some  cases  licences  were  not  renewed  until  a prescribed  number  of  clean 
samples  were  obtained. 

The  total  number  of  animals  officially  tested  in  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Attested  herds  during  1946  was 
2,272,  of  which  6 reacted  to  the  tuberculin  test  and  were  removed  from  the  herds. 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  27  animals  were  slaughtered  during  1946  ; 5 from  Accredited  herds  and 
22  from  non-designated  herds. 
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A total  of  185  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  herds  whose  milk  is  not  Tuberculin  Tested  and  is  retailed 
raw  without  heat  treatment,  -and  sent  to  the  Hampshire  County  Council  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Win- 
chester for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Three  of  these  milks  were  found  to  be  positive 
and  arrangements  were  at  once  made  with  the  producers  to  have  the  milk  heat  treated  at  the  plant  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight  Creameries,  Ltd.  Meanwhile,  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  took  appropriate 
action  to  detect  and  deal  with  the  offending  animals. 

One  of  the  positive  milks  was  from  a producer  who  supplied  one  of  the  smaller  schools  but  luckily  the  Head 
Mistress  had  been  boiling  the  milk  before  issue  to  the  children. 

This  incident,  however,  and  the  milk-borne  epidemic  of  Para  Typhoid  B Fever  at  Wootton  mentioned  later 
in  this  report  is  another  warning  of  the  very  real  danger  raw  milk  can  be  to  the  public  health. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(CIVILIANS  ONLY) 

TABLE  III.— NOTIFICATIONS  MADE  TO  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1946. 


Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural 
District 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 















Scarlet  Fever 

22 

2 

13 

5 

10 

14 

66 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

1 

4 

6 

2 

1 

23 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

— 

7 

2 

3 

2 

20 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Post  Vaccinal 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

2 

6 

5 

— 

1 

17 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 



1 

Measles 

59 

51 

282 

70 

94 

10 

566 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

14 

13 

48 

34 

9 

153 

Dysentery ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Undulant  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Para  Typhoid  Fever 

• — • 

— 

34 

— 

— 

— 

34 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

9 

16 

15 

23 

12 

15 

90 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

6 

4 

3 

2 

18 

Totals  ... 

148 

87 

382 

163 

160 

56 

996 

Measles  accounted  for  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  notifications  in  1946.  The  epidemic  was 
of  a mild  type  and  there  was  one  death.  Whooping  cough  was  the  second  most  prevalent  infectious  disease. 
Scarlet  Fever  was  less  prevalent  than  in  1945  and  was  very  mild.  One  case  of  encephalitis  occured  and  this 
proved  to  be  post  vaccinal  and  recovered  completely.  Only  twenty-three  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  but 
there  were  twenty-one  deaths.  There  were  108  fresh  notifications  of  tuberculosis.  Thirty-four  cases  of  para 
typhoid  fever  were  notified  from  the  Borough  of  Newport. 


Para  Typhoid  B Fever  at  Wootton. 


During  February  and  March,  1946,  a sudden  localised  epidemic  of  paratvphoid  B fever  occurred  in  the 
W ootton  district  of  Newport.  In  all  62  persons  were  infected  and  of  these  33  were  clinical  cases  and  29  were 
symptomless  excretors. 


The  general  circumstances  and  the  suggested  method  of  spread  closely  resembled  those  of  the  Bourne- 
mouth, Poole  and  Christchurch  epidemic  in  1936. 


The  epidemic  was  milk-borne  and  the  chain  of  infection  was  traced  from  two  carriers  in  a distant  house 
by  way  of  a cesspool  and  stream  on  to  the  mud  of  the  pasture  where  milch  cattle  grazed.  Salmonella  paratyphi  B 
Yi-phage  Type  1 was  isolated  from  both  the  carriers,  the  cesspool,  stream  and  mud  from  the  pasture  land.  The 
same  strain  was  recovered  from  the  excretors. 


Unfortunately,  how  the  carriers  became  infected  could  not  be  ascertained. 
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A full  report  of  this  epidemic  will  be  found  in  the  monthly  Bulletin  (February,  1947),  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


Immunisation  of  children  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year  at  the  infant  welfare  centres  and  on 
entrance  to  school  and  it  is  calculated  that  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
approximately  as  follows  : — 


Under  5 years. 


Cowes  ...  ...  ...  31.4 

Newport  ...  ...  44.8 

Ryde 24.8 

Sandown-Shanklin  ...  50.0 

Ventnor  ...  ...  28.3 

Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  36.9 


5 to  14  years. 

69.3 
94.8 

58.4 
75.3 
67.1 
71.6 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

TABLE  IV.— SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  THE  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Age  Periods. 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory  System. 

Other  Forms. 

Respiratory  System. 

Other  Forms. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

o—  

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i-  

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—  

1 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—  

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 



— 

15—  

2 

3 

1 

4 

— 

2 

1 

— 

20—  

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—  

18 

17 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

— 

35—  

11 

6 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

45—  

10 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

— 

55—  

13 

2 

— 

2 

6 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

3 

7 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Totals  1946 

63 

44 

8 

15 

18 

15 

3 

2 

Totals  1945 

59 

44 

11 

4 

17 

7 

2 

These  figures  include  a few  patients  who  have  been  re-instated  on  the  register. 


The  new  cases  shown  in  Table  IV  include  all  the  primary  notifications  and  also  any  new  cases  coming 
otherwise  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  during  the  year.  These  last  numbered  54,  32  being  transfers 
from  other  areas  (31)  ; the  death  returns  gave  the  first  information  in  14  and  8 cases  were  re-instated  on  the 
register,  3 because  they  returned  to  the  Island,  2 cases  previously  written  off  the  register  as  “recovered”  because 
the  disease  again  became  active  and  3 cases  which  had  previously  been  crossed  off  the  register  as  “lost  sight 
of”  were  re-admitted. 


The  primary  notifications  numbered  76  ( 83  and  102  in  each  of  the  two  preceding  years)  so  the  total  number 
of  new  cases  was  130.  One  hundred  and  seven  of  them  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (108)  and  23 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (16). 

Although  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  is  greater  than  in  1945,  it  is  still  lower  than  any  of  the  last 
nine  years  ; a further  proof  that  the  recent  war  has  caused  no  setback  to  the  steady  fall  in  the  death  rate  from 
this  disease.  It  is  too  early  as  yet  to  judge  what  effect  the  post-war  austerity  will  have  on  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  and  its  death  rate. 
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TABLE  V. — Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Registers  showing  that  there  were  600  cases  on  the  Registers  on 
the  1st  January  and  632  on  the  31st  December,  1946. 


Note. — This  table  does  not  include  the  deaths  of  persons  not  previously  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and 
therefore  not  on  the  registers. 


Number  of  Patients. 

M. 

Pulmonary. 

F. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

M. 

Total. 

F. 

On  Register  at  end  of  1946 

274 

190 

68 

68 

342 

258 

Added  during  1946  (new  cases) 

42 

20 

5 

9 

47 

29 

Gases  removed  from  other  areas 

12 

16 

— 

4 

12 

20 

Old  cases  left,  or  lost  sight  of,  re-admitted 

4 

2 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Old  ‘Cured’  re-admitted 

— 

2 

— 

— ■ 

— 

2 

Old  ‘Mistaken  diagnosis’  re-admitted  ... 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gross  Total 

332 

230 

73 

81 

405 

311 

Removed  to  other  areas  during  1946 
Removed — ‘ Lost  sight  of  ’ 

24 

21 

— 

3 

24 

24 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Removed — Diagnosis  unconfirmed 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Removed  from  Register  as  being  ‘Cured’ 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Died  during  1946 

f 14 

10 

— 

*1 

14 

11 

Died  from  other  diseases 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Totals  to  be  removed  from  Register 

43 

32 

3 

6 

46 

38 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1946 

289 

198 

70 

75 

359 

273 

*One  notified  non-pulmonary  (female)  case  died  from  pulmonary  disease. 

| One  notified  pulmonary  (male  case  classed  by  Registrar  General  as  non-civilian). 


The  number  of  observation  and  nursing  visits  paid  to  tuberculous  patients  by  the  district  nurses  was  1,062 
against  1,184  and  1,213  in  the  two  previous  years. 

On  the  dispensary  books  there  were  492  (468)  patients  at  the  end  of  the  year,  386  of  whom  were  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  106  from  other  forms  of  the  disease  ; 77  were  children  under  15  years  of  age 
and  415  were  adults.  In  addition,  28  persons  were  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  purpose  of 
diagnosis,  making  a total  of  520  on  the  dispensary  books. 

There  was  again  a substantial  increase  in  the  work  of  the  dispensary.  The  number  of  attendances  was 
2972  as  against  2645  and  1651  in  the  two  previous  years  : the  number  of  new  persons  examined  was  616  (666  and 
572)  : and  of  these  the  number  of  contacts  examined  was  131  (159  and  184).  Of  the  616  persons  examined, 
586  were  new  attendances,  23  were  patients  transferred  from  other  areas,  5 had  left  the  Island  or  had  been 
‘lost  sight  of’  and  2 cases  that  had  been  written  off  as  recovered  were  re-instated  on  the  register.  Of  the  586 
new  examinations,  70  were  found  to  be  tuberculous,  36  men,  24  women  and  10  children  (3  boys  and  7 girls). 
Fifty  five  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  15  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  of  whom  7 were  adults, 
(1  man  and  6 women)  and  8 were  children  (3  boys  and  5 girls). 


The  X-Ray  examination  of  patients  is  now  on  a thoroughly  satisfactory  basis  following  the  installation  of 
the  new  apparatus  which  began  work  in  June,  1945,  and  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Barker  as  whole-time  Radiologist 
in  September,  1945.  The  number  of  X-Ray  examinations  made  under  the  tuberculosis  scheme 
was  1,570  (1415  and  1284)  : 1 186  of  these  were  for  diagnosis  or  as  a guide  to  treatment  and  384  were  of  contacts. 

The  work  at  the  X-Ray  Department  is  concerned  not  only  with  tuberculosis  but  includes  all  classes  of 
X-Ray  work  and  so  greatly  has  this  work  increased  that  the  plant  has  outgrown  its  present  accommodation. 
Owing  to  wartime  restriction  on  building  it  was  temporarily  housed  in  one  of  the  wards  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital 
where  there  is  a very  small  waiting  room  and  no  proper  dressing  cubicles  for  patients.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
the  erection  of  a hut  which  will  provide  the  necessary  facilities  is  proceeding  on  a site  convenient  for  patients 
on  the  main  Newport-Cowes  Road. 


Maintenance  allowances  are  made  under  the  Ministry’s  scheme  to  certain  patients  with  tuberculosis  of 
the  lung  and  the  payments  during  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1947,  amounted  to  £959  16s.  4d. 
(£796  19s.  6d.)  to  26  patients.  On  April  1st,  1947,  14  patients  were  receiving  allowances. 

During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1947,  a daily  ration  of  milk  was  given  to  patients,  for  periods 
varying  from  8 weeks  to  52  weeks.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  16  patients  were  receiving  grants,  19  were 
added  during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  13  were  in  receipt  of  milk. 
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TABLE  VI.— SHOWING  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  TREATED  AT  VARIOUS 
SANATORIA  AND  HOSPITALS  DURING  1946. 


Sanatorium  or  Hospital. 

Resident  at 
beginning  of 
year. 

Admissions 
during  year. 

Discharges 
during  year 
(inc.  Deaths). 

Remaining 
end  of  year. 

Longford  Sanatorium  ... 

50 

85 

ill 

24 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate 

1 

— 



1 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital  Alton  ... 

4 

3 

2 

5 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor 

1 

16 

16 

1 

Papworth  Village  Settlement  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Isolation  Hospital,  Southampton 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Royal  West  Hants  Hospital,  Boscombe 

1 

4 

4 

— 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst 

2 

4 

5 

1 

Royal  I.W.  County  Hospital,  Ryde  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Morland  Hall,  Alton 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Brompton  Hospital,  London  ... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Leysin  Sanatorium,  Switzerland 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Bournemouth 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

59 

119 

142 

36 

Details  of  the  patients  treated  at  Longford  Sanatorium  are  as 

Men. 

follows : — 

Women.  Children 

Total. 

In  residence  on  31st  December,  1945 

18 

18 

14 

50 

Admitted  during  the  year 

41 

23 

21 

85 

Discharged  during  the  year 

40 

33 

33 

106 

Died  during  the  year 

3 

2 

— 

5 

In  residence  on  31st  December,  1946 

16 

6 

2 

24 

The  average  duration  of  stay  of  the  106  patients  discharged  from  Longford  was  128  days  (102.5  in  1945) 
but  this  includes  the  observation  cases  as  well  as  the  patients  who  were  tuberculous.  Twenty-eight  of  the  106 
(1  adult  and  27  children)  were  admitted  for  observation  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis,  and  on  discharge  these 
were  diagnosed  as  follows  : — 


One  adult  male  was  classed  as  doubtful  ; and  of  the  27  children,  19  were  non-tuberculous,  2 (1  boy  and 
1 girl)  were  classed  as  radiologically  tuberculous  but  clinically  not  tuberculous,  and  the  remaining  6 were  kept 
under  dispensary  observation.  The  78  patients,  who  on  admission,  were  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  remained 
in  the  Institution  for  139.7  days  on  the  average  (1 14.4  days).  Thirty  nine  of  them  were  men,  33  women  and  6 
children.  In  8 cases  the  disease  was  classified  as  quiescent  on  discharge  ; 69  patients  still  had  active  disease 
although  many  of  them  had  improved  and  in  one  case  classified  as  abdominal  tuberculosis  on  admission,  the 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  when  the  boy  was  discharged. 


The  number  of  patients  in  the  Sanatorium  sent  by  the  London  County  Council  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  7 ; 10  were  admitted  during  the  year,  1 died  and  16  were  discharged.  There  were  no  patients  from  the 
London  County  Council  in  the  Sanatorium  on  the  31st  December,  1946.  These  patients  are  included  in  the 
figures  given  above  and  they  also  include  12  children  and  21  adults  admitted  from  Portsmouth. 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  figures  given  above  that  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  in  1946 
was  only  85  as  against  183  for  1945.  Staff  difficulties  became  acute  during  the  year  and  it  became  necessary 
to  cut  down  admissions  for  part  of  the  year  and  entirely  during  the  summer  to  allow  the  depleted  and  over- 
worked staff  a very  necessary  holiday. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  situation  began  to  improve  and  admissions  began  to  increase.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  the  Matron  and  her  few  helpers  for  their  devoted  work  which  enabled  the  hospital  to  keep  open. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

TABLE  VIE— RELATING  TO  ALL  PERSONS  WHO  WERE  TREATED  AT  THE  TREATMENT 


CENTRE  AT  NEWPORT  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1946. 


Syphilis. 

1 

Soft  Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Com 

othe 

Ven 

iitions 
r than 
ereal. 

Total. 

• 

Males 

Females 

| Males 

| Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

I Females 

1 . No.  of  cases  who,  on  the  1st 

6 

28 

4 

14 

5 

14 

15 

56 

Jan.,  1946,  were  under 
treatment  of  observation 
for 

2.  Old  patients  readmitted 
during  year 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3.  Number  dealt  with  during 
the  year  in  the  out-patient 
Clinic  for  the  first  time  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from 

7 

8 

3 

23 

19 

44 

24 

77 

51 

4.  Number  of  cases  trans- 
ferred from  other  areas  . . . 

8 

2 

— 

— 

13 

2 

2 

— 

23 

4 

Total 

21 

39 

3 

— 

41 

38 

51 

38 

116 

115 

5.  Number  of  cases  dis- 
charged from  the  out- 
patient Clinic  after  com- 
pletion of  treatment  and 
final  tests  of  cure  or  after 
diagnosis  as  non-venereal 

2 

1 

2 

22 

11 

46 

33 

72 

45 

6.  Number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  the  out- 
patient Clinic  before  com- 
pletion of  treatment  for  . . . 

11 

11 

7.  Number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  after  com- 
letion  of  treatment,  but 
before  final  tests  as  to  cure 
of  . . . 

3 

4 

3 

6 

6 

10 

8.  Number  of  cases  trans- 
ferred to  other  treatment 
Centres  or  to  Institutions 
or  to  care  of  Private  Practi- 
tioners 

2 

2 

9 

3 

1 

1 

12 

6 

9.  Number  of  cases  who,  on 
the  31st  December,  1946, 
were  under  treatment  or 
observation  for 

14 

21 

1 

7 

18 

4 

4 

26 

43 

Total — Items  5, 
6,  7,  8 and  9 

21 

39 

3 

— 

41 

38 

51 

38 

116 

115 

10.  Out-patient  attendances — 
(a)  For  individual  atten- 
tion by  the  Medical 
Officer 

118 

184 

6 

166 

161 

122 

72 

412 

417 

( b ) For  intermediate 

treatment,  e.g.,  irriga- 
tion, dressings,  etc. 

18 

18 

1 1 . Total  number  of  persons 
admitted  for  treatment 
during  the  year  ... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

12.  Aggregate  number  of  “In- 
patient days”  of  treatment 
given  to  persons  who  were 
suffering  from 

22 

19 

18 

19 

40 

13.  Number  of  cases  treated 
with  penicillin 

6 

7 

24 

19 

Other 

Diseases. 

1 

31 

26 

10 


For  Detection  of 

For 

Wasserman 

Reaction. 

Spirochetes. 

Gonococci. 

Other 

Organisms. 

14.  Examination  of  pathological  material — 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  examined  at, 
and  by  the  Medical  Officer  of,  the 
Treatment  Centre  ... 

(b)  Specimens  from  persons  attending 
at  the  Treatment  Centre  which 
were  sent  for  examination  to  an 
approved  laboratory 

3 

423 

— 

307 

It  will  be  seen  by  Table  VII  that  231  cases  attended  the  clinics,  128  for  the  first  time  and  that  847  attendances 
were  made.  Of  these,  117  were  discharged  cured,  16  completed  treatment  but  ceased  to  attend  before  final 
tests  of  cure,  11  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  treatment  and  18  were  transferred  to  other  centres, 
leaving  69  attending  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  Regulation  33B,  1 person,  a woman,  was  notified  as  being  the  infecting  partner  of  a patient  suffering 
from  venereal  disease  and  was  persuaded  to  attend  the  clinic.  Eight  other  contacts  were  persuaded  to  attend 
by  original  patients. 


CANCER. 

A further  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  referred  to  the  radiotherapist  was  shown  in  1946.  The  number 
was  139  (118)  and  704  re-attendances  were  made  (604).  The  total  attendances  therefore  were  843  (722). 

The  number  receiving  in-patient  treatment  at  Southampton  was  44  and  3 of  these  were  re-admitted  during 
the  year.  Seventeen  patients  who  had  been  treated  in  hospital  previous  to  1946  were  re-admitted  (5  of  these 
were  re-admitted  twice)  and  the  total  number  of  in-patient  days  was  801.  Four  patients  were  in  the  hospital 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  At  the  out-patient  department,  58  patients  attended  making  155  attendances  in  all. 

In  the  County  Hospital,  Ryde,  there  were  on  the  1st  January,  6 patients  suffering  or  suspected  to  be  suffering 
from  cancer  and  50  were  admitted  during  the  year : 41  were  discharged,  13  died  and  2 remained  in  the  hospital 
on  the  31st  December.  Surgical  belts  were  provided  to  2 cancer  patients  at  this  hospital  at  the  Council’s 
expense. 

At  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newport,  there  were  4 patients  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  15  were  admitted  : 
3 were  discharged,  8 died,  and  8 were  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  other  patient,  for  whom  this  Council  accepted  financial  responsibility,  was  admitted  to  the  Royal 
Victoria  and  West  Hants  Hospital,  Boscombe,  for  a period  of  19  days,  and  died  there. 

Cancer  caused  186  deaths  in  1946  as  against  185  and  184  in  the  two  previous  years. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 

There  were  1,442  (1,695)  specimens  examined  during  the  year  as  follows: — Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli, 
540  (592),  150  positive,  390  negative  ; other  specimens  for  tubercle  bacilli,  2 negative  ; swabs  for  diphtheria 
bacilli,  184  (248),  15  positive,  169  negative  ; blood  for  widal  reactions,  4 (1),  1 positive,  3 negative  ; smears 
for  gonococci,  465  (505),  86  positive,  379  negative  ; and  other  examinations,  247  (346).  In  addition,  as  stated 
in  a previous  section,  1 ,049  milk  samples  were  examined. 


X-RAY  TREATMENT,  ST.  MARY’S  HOSPITAL. 

Apart  from  the  figures  giving  details  of  X-Ray  examinations  taken  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  and  already  included  in  the  tuberculosis  section  of  this  report,  there  were  in  addition  1,093  X-Ray 
examinations  made.  Details  of  these  are  as  follows  : — 


Private  patients  (referred  by  own  doctors)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  888 

Mothers  and  children  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme  ...  ...  76 

School  children  under  Education  Committee’s  scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Orthopaedic  cases  (patients  over  school  age)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Public  Assistance  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

County  Mental  Hospital  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


Total 


1093 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. — Seventy  four  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  of 
whom  52  practised  throughout  the  year  and  22  for  part  of  the  year.  The  District  Nursing  Associations  with 
the  County  Nursing  Association  employ  32  regularly  and  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  3 in  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital,  2 in  the  County  Hospital,  1 in  the  Frank  James  Hospital,  15  in  Nursing  Homes  and  7 in  independent 
practice.  In  supervising  their  work,  1 12  routine  and  12  special  visits  of  enquiry  were  made. 

The  tendency  for  more  confinements  to  take  place  in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
in  1946  about  44.3  per  cent  of  the  births  were  at  home  compared  with  44.4  per  cent  in  1945,  53.4  per  cent  in 
1944  and  69  per  cent  in  1939.  This  is  due  partly  to  the  overcrowded  housing  conditions  and  the  difficulty  in 
getting  home  helps.  Your  Committee  is  anxious  to  find  more  home  helps  but  there  is  still  a shortage  of  women 
willing  to  undertake  this  type  of  work. 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  the  midwives  was  1,563.  In  about  921  of  these  a doctor  was  also 
engaged  so  the  confinements  attended  as  midwifery  cases  numbered  about  642.  In  addition,  124  miscarriages 
were  attended  by  the  midwives,  106  of  these  as  maternity  nurses  assisting  the  doctors  and  18  as  midwifery  cases. 

The  midwives  notified  5 stillbirths,  2 deaths  of  child,  13  artificial  feeding,  4 performing  last  office  and  14 
liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  and  they  also  sent  notices  of  having  summoned  medical  help  in  258  instances. 
An  analysis  of  the  258  aid  forms  shows  that  3 were  for  the  mother  and  child,  25  were  for  the  child,  and  230 
were  for  the  mother.  Of  these  last,  35  were  for  complications  arising  during  pregnancy,  1 7 for  miscarriage  or 
threatened  miscarriage,  178  were  for  causes  arising  during  labour,  i.e.,  52  of  these  being  for  obstructed  or  delayed 
labour,  7 for  abnormal  presentations,  16  for  haemorrhage,  69  for  ruptured  perineum  and  15  for  other  causes 
during  labour,  and  19  for  causes  arising  after  labour. 

Financial  assistance  was  granted  towards  the  payment  of  home  helps  in  24  confinement  cases  (26)  and  in 
one  case  domestic  help  was  paid  for. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Care. — There  were  1,123  expectant  mothers  seen  by  the  district  nurse 
midwives,  an  average  of  5.4  times  each  and  the  independent  midwives  paid  1,976  visits  to  603  expectant  mothers 
which  was  an  average  of  3.3  visits  per  case.  These  figures  are  for  the  whole  Island,  including  Ryde. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  was  590  (422)  and  a further  40 
(152)  mothers  were  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  apart  from  the  clinics.  One  hundred  and  twenty  eight  mothers 
were  examined  post-natally,  114  at  the  clinics  and  14  at  home.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Ryde  attendances 
are  not  included  in  these  clinic  figures  because  the  Ryde  Borough  is  a separate  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Authority. 

Maternity  Cases  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst. — The  number  of  applications  for  beds  at  the 
maternity  block  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  has  again  markedly  exceeded  the  number  of  places.  Shortage  of  staff 
also  cut  down  the  number  of  admissions  and  in  the  summer  the  block  had  to  be  closed  down  entirely  because 
of  infection.  During  the  year,  51  cases  which  were  booked  for  admission  were  sent  as  Council  cases  to  private 
maternity  homes. 

Patients  are  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  when  necessary  for  ante-natal  treatment  as  well  as  for  their 
confinements.  The  total  number  of  maternity  admissions  during  the  year  was  156  (224)  of  which  36  were 
Public  Assistance  cases,  119  were  admitted  through  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  1 patient  was  the  wife 
of  a Serviceman  and  was  admitted  as  a Service  case.  These  admissions  include  9 patients  admitted  twice. 
Twelve  of  the  admissions  were  for  ante-natal  treatment  only  (6).  There  were  133  births  in  the  hospital  during 
the  year  of  which  6(14)  were  stillbirths  and  127  (185)  live  births.  Four  infants  died  within  ten  days  of  birth  (5). 
The  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital  of  all  the  patients  (confinement  cases  and  ante-natal)  was  16.2  days 
(16.1). 

Caesarian  Section. — Sixty  four  of  the  births  on  the  Island  were  by  caesarian  section,  which  is  3.9  per  cent 
of  the  total  live  and  still  births.  This  compares  with  49  or  3.4  per  cent  in  1945  and  1944  and  32  or  2.3  per  cent 
in  1943.  Thirty  nine  of  these  64  operations  were  at  the  County  Hospital,  8 at  the  Shanklin  Cottage  Hospital, 
9 at  the  Frank  James  Hospital,  1 at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  and  the  remaining  7 were  in  a Nursing  Home. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Twenty  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received  during  the  year  compared 
with  13  and  12  respectively  in  the  two  previous  years.  There  were  7 cases  in  Newport  Borough,  6 in  the  Rural 
District,  3 in  Sandown-Shanklin  and  2 each  in  Ryde  and  Ventnor.  Five  cases  occurred  in  nursing  homes,  5 in 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital  and  10  at  home.  Seven  of  these  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
at  Newport,  1 from  another  hospital,  1 from  a Nursing  Home  and  5 from  their  own  homes.  The  7 patients 
were  in  hospital  for  periods  varying  between  14  days  and  41  days  and  averaging  21.3  days.  One  of  these  last 
mentioned  patients  was  transferred  to  the  County  Hospital  for  further  treatment. 

Maternal  Deaths. — There  were  5 deaths  notified  by  the  Registrar  General  as  maternal  deaths.  One  of 
these  was  from  sepsis  and  4 from  other  conditions. 

Dental  Treatment. — Forty-eight  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  received  dental  treatment  (39)  making 
186  attendances  (185).  Thirty-five  dentures  were  supplied  and  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  these  were 
required  in  most  cases,  these  payments  being  assessed  on  a very  reasonable  scale.  Where  no  dentures  are  needed 
and  the  treatment  consists  only  of  extractions,  fillings,  etc.,  no  charge  is  made.  Only  3 children  under  five  years 
of  age  attended  these  sessions. 
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Visual  Defects. — Twenty-nine  children  under  school  age  attended  the  eye  clinics  of  whom  15  were 
fresh  cases  and  14  were  re-examinations  of  children  seen  previously.  One  child  needed  operation  ; 8 had 
spectacles  prescribed  ; 2 had  spectacles  altered  ; and  in  7 the  glasses  previously  supplied  were  still  suitable. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — All  the  populous  districts  have  centres  to  which  mothers  can  bring  their 
babies  and  young  children  for  advice  on  feeding  and  hygiene.  Here,  early  defects  which  might  later  cause 
crippling  or  abnormality  are  detected  and  suitable  action  taken.  There  are  16  of  these  centres  in  addition  to 
the  three  under  the  Ryde  Welfare  Authority.  At  all  of  them  orange  juice  and  cod  liver  oil  can  be  obtained. 
A Medical  Officer  attends  at  every  centre  on  fixed  days.  That  this  service  is  appreciated  is  shown  by  the 
increasing  number  of  attendances  each  year.  In  1946,  11,131  attendances  were  made,  6463  of  these  being 
paid  by  infants  under  one  year  and  4,668  between  one  and  five  years. 

Care  of  ‘Premature’  or  Underweight  Infants. — The  number  of  infants  born  in  the  Island  under 

5 Jibs  weight  was  78  (65),  which  is  4.8  per  cent  of  all  the  live  births  (4.6).  Thirty  eight  of  them  were  born  at 
home,  24  in  hospital  and  16  in  nursing  homes.  Sixteen  of  the  78  died  within  four  weeks  of  birth.  Of  the  38 
born  at  home,  8 died  and  30  were  alive  at  the  end  of  four  weeks.  Four  of  them  were  removed  to  hospital,  2 of 
these  died  and  so  of  the  34  nursed  entirely  at  home,  6 died.  Of  the  24  born  in  hospital,  4 died  within  twenty 
four  hours  of  birth,  3 died  within  one  month  and  the  other  17  were  alive  and  doing  well  at  the  end  of  four  weeks. 
Of  the  16  born  in  nursing  homes,  1 died  within  24  hours,  and  15  were  alive  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — The  orthopaedic  clinics  at  the  County  Hall,  Newport  and  the  Royal  I.W. 
County  Hospital,  Ryde,  have  been  continued  with  sessions  at  monthly  intervals.  During  the  financial  year, 
76  attendances  were  made  by  children  under  school  age. 

There  was  1 girl  in  Alton  Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  suffering  from  congenital  dislocation  of 
the  hip  and  she  was  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Seven  children,  1 girl  and  6 boys,  were 
admitted  to  Alton  Hospital  during  the  year.  The  girl  suffered  from  congenital  dislocation  of  the  left  hip  and 
was  still  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  1946.  Five  of  the  boys  suffered  from  cleft  lip  and  palate  and  one  from  cleft 
lip  only.  All  these  boys  were  discharged  during  the  year  ; their  length  of  stay  in  hospital  varying  from  3 days 
to  10  J weeks. 

The  lad  over  school  age  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  who  was  admitted  in  September,  1944,  on  account 
of  slipped  epiphysis  was  discharged  from  hospital  in  March,  1946,  after  eighteen  month’s  treatment.  No  persons 
over  school  age  were  admitted  to  hospital  by  your  Committee  on  account  of  crippling  defects  during  the  year. 

Infant  Life  Protection. — The  changes  in  the  Children  Act  Register  during  the  twelve  months  ended 
31st  December,  1946,  are  as  follows  : — 


On  Register,  1st  January,  1946 

19 

Added  during  the  year  1946  ... 

40 

59 

Removed  during  1946  ... 

35 

To  care  of  relations 

23 

Legally  adopted 

4 

Over  9 years  of  age 

3 

Left  Island  ... 

4 

To  Public  Assistance  Home, 

Horsendon  ...  ...  1 


On  Register,  31st  December,  1946  ...  ...  24 

These  numbers  are  for  the  whole  of  the  Island  except  the  Borough  of  Ryde.  During  the  year,  125  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  these  children,  67  by  the  medical  officers,  58  by  the  health  visitors. 
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